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Permits for peace at Lilybank

Recreational hunters will soon
be able to again enjoy thelr
spott on much of Lilybank Sta-
tion. Peter O'Neill looks at what
has at times been a strained ra-
lationship between hunters and
station management. -

Lilybank Station hopes that & some-
times fiery relationship between it and
recreational hunters will come to an end
with the imminent return of much of the
leasehold land to the crown.

Twentyfive thousand hectares of
Lilybank’s 27,000 hectares are due to be
handed over within the next few days,
the first aignificant surrender of high
country pastoral land.

Lilybank Station, situated 32
kilometres north of Lake Tekapo vil-
lage, will continue to operate & game
hunting and hotei business on the 2000
hectares, and also has a two-year recre-
ational permit over the swrendered
Jand.

The prindpal difference will be that
recreational hunters will also be able to
seek Department of Conservation per-
mission to shoot there.

Lilybank Station has been operated
as 0 farm and commercial safart hunting
operation for 25 years, and while not
open freely to recreational hunters, the
lure of good numbers of wild ther and
the vastess of the area has meant some
hunters have ventured cn to the land
without permission.

Access to the area is made easier by
a public road running along the western
boundary of Lilybank, leading to nation-
al park areas where hunters can shoot
with DOC permission.

There was some conflict when Gary
Joll and Ron Spanton ran a commercial
hunting operation on Lilybank from
1970 untl 1992, and this has increased
under present owners, Tommy Hutomo,
of Indonesia, and Alan Poe, of
Singapore,

Under the present on-station man-
agement of Gerard Olde-Olthof, four
complaints of trespassing have been re-
ported to the Tekapo police, and a sta-
ton spokesman, who declined to be
named, said there had been instances of
property damagse.

In his time, Gary Joll can recall two
or three prosecutions for trespassing.

“We were tecreational hunters our-
selves and could understand them. They
were inclined not 1o understand us, But
overall we had a very good relationship
with most sectors of the community. We
never denied trampers, climbers or four-
wheel-drive clubs, and we accepted that
the public road was a public road.”

The Lilybank spokesman reiterated
Mr Joli's comments. “We have mutualiy
different objectives, hunters want to
hunt, Lilybank is deadly serious about
running 1 business. We have spent a lot
of money building an exclusive hotel
there, created a lot of jobs locally, and
we want to bring people in, pecple who
want privacy and peace.”

The Weka Hut, taken down by Lilybank Station siaff. Lilybank sald the huts were nun down and were removed, while hunlers
malntain they provided a safety net. There were three huts on the property.

Lilybank’s spokesman said the com-
pany had not realised the nature or lev-
el of antagonism that existed,

“Over time it was handled on an ad
hoc basis by us and probably not that
well [t was a difficult situation for any-
one 10 be in, We all have strengths and
weaknesses, perhaps Gerard's strengths
arer’t totally in the public relations
area, but he's got cther strengths. Ge-
rard has the support of shareholders. He
is working hard 1o make the business
run, which is what we are interested in.”

In recent years recreational hunters
have felt aggrieved at what they see as
over-zealous policing of access. The Mac-
kenzie District Council became involved
in June when a locked gate was placed
across the public road, coming after
news that huts.on the property were
removed and, in more recent ionths,
that an intensive thar cull was being
conducted in the surrendered, area,

The spokesman said that whatever
Lilybank said about the huts some peo-
ple would criticise. “The huts were re-
moved as part of a general cean-up of
the land prior to return to the crown.
They were in a very shabby condition
and we are talking about events that
happened two years ago.

“We have been reluctant to com-
ment on details of damage caused by
recreational hunters at Lilybank and in
thar context our reluctance to discuss
the removal of the huts can be
understond.

“"We are trying to restore the land in
pristine condition, and the wider com-
munity hes an interest in that. 1o some
the huts were an intrusion in the land-

scape, and the thar were too.

Tha spokesman said that Lilybank’s
lease required it to keep noxicus ani-
mals under control. “Thar numbers got
well out of control. As thar numbers
grew recreational hunters got more and
moare interested in the land and the con-
flict grew and grew and grew.

“We were required to keep noxious
animals under control, which we hadn’,
We had a request from the Commission-
er of Crown Lands and DOC to do some-
thing about it before the lease terminat-
ed. It has been our aim to reduce
numbers to the agreed management lev-
el. They have certainly not been
eradicated.”

The spokesman was reluctant to say
how many animals were shot, saying the
figure would be out of context without
knowing how many were left.

Some rare white thar are within
Lilybank's retained area.

Gary Joll said that there were about
4000 thar on the property when he sold
it three years ago, bui he had no way of
knowing what had happened since. He
agreed that it would be impoessible to
shoot every animal, and said that a cull
WaS necessary.

Mr Joll that the huts were there for
the goodwill and safety of everyone.
“Maps will forever have thuse huts
marked on them, and they provided
safety if someone was injured or got
caught in a storm.”

The overall feeling now though is
that the overseas owners are keen to
restore some harmony. The spokesman,
who last month met with Mr Poe in
Singapore, said there was considerable

concern among sharehoiders about the
negative feelings generated about
Lilybank,

"“They want to be part of the local
community. To them the local communi-
ty is the most important aspect of doing
business in New Zealand.”

He hoped the surrender would re-
move a lot of the conflict. “People can
now feel they can go where they want o
and leave Lilybank in peace and we all
get on better.”

Lilybank intends developing the ho-
tel business to people from all over the
world who wanted to appreciate the
high country.

“and we are delighted recreational
shooters will have more access. We are
not insincere when we say delighted.
We want to share it with everyone, This
will take a lat of pressure off us. We
have been as keen as anyone to get this
surrender done, because frankly it has
become unpleasant. We hope old
wounds are going to be healed. We just
ask that recreational hunters respect
what we are trying to do there.

“We want to involve the local com-
munity, and there will be occasions for
open days. We want 10 show them what
we are doing so we can get their
support.”

Peter Rathgen, president of the
South Canterbury Deerstalkers' Associa-
tion, said that his group accepted that
Lilybank had a safari operation to run.

“We are quite open o dialogue if
there is a problem. [ can’t see any retn-
bution from our members.”

He agreed with Mr Joll that the huts
provided a safety net.



