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PM gives Queen’s chain assurance

Wellington (PA). — The Prime
Minister, Mr Palmer, yesterday
gave an assurance the Government
ad no plans to restrict public
access to the Queen’s chain.

BHis assorance followed concern
about changes to the chain
proposed in the Conservaton Law
Reform Bill af{ present before
Parliament.

The chain, or marginal strip as it
is also known, guarantees free
public access to the coast and
countryside by preserving in Crown
ownership a 20m-wide strip of land
alongside lakes, rivers and the
coast.

The changes to the chain were
Intended to simplify the law
relating to it but led to concern the

Government planned to give the
chain to adjacent land owners.

But Mr Palmer sald that was not
the intention.

“I want to assure everybody that
thtlaiQueen's chaln is secure,” he
sa

“The Government isn't going to
take it away. It's an important part
of New Zealand's history. We want
it. We're golng to have it. We're
going to keep it.”

The Prime Minister said the
drafting of the Conservation Law
Reform Bl bad not clearly
reflected Governmentpolllc_{v;d

When the Bill was repo back
from the select committee he
expected it to be rather different
from when it went in.

“The Bill is meant to strengthen

protection of the Queen’s chain, not
the reverse.”

He said it was intended to do this
by making it more difftcult for the
Government aot to take 2 marginal
strip, by applying marginal sirips
to more categories of land and by
including conservation and
recreation in the gem-poses for
which the strips must be managed.

At present the onl{orequlrement
for Government retein a
marginal strip was access, Mr
Palmer sajd. Bill widened this
area considerably.

“If the Bill is stil ambiguons
when it 1s reported back, then
farther amendments will be made
to clarity the Government's intent
to strengthen the protection of the
Queen’s chain,” he said.

Mr Palmer




